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WFDB mourns the passing of former president Moshe Schnitzer
ANTWERP, BELGIUM: AUGUST 17, 2007 — The president and members of the Executive Committee of the World Federation of Diamond Bourses have paid tribute to the memory of Moshe Schnitzer, who died in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Thursday, August 16, 2007, at the age of 86. Mr. Schnitzer served two terms as WFDB president, from 1968 to 1972 and from 1978 to 1982. Following his time in office he was named Honorary Life President of the organisation, and at the 1992 Presidents Meeting in New York was presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award.

Reacting to the news of Mr. Schnitzer’s death, WFDB President Ernest Blom said that, in many ways, the modern diamond trade is his legacy. “Moshe Schnitzer was a visionary, who led by example. After laying the foundation in Israel for what would grow, largely according to his plan, into one of the world’s most important diamond centres, he turned his attention to the WFDB and the international diamond trade. He realised that our strength lay in our ability to complement one another, working together as an international network of colleagues, rather than as competitors. Generations of diamantaires from all over the world considered him a mentor and a leader.”
Blom offered the WFDB’s condolences to Shmuel Schnitzer, Moshe’s son, who followed in father’s footstep as WFDB president, and to the other members of the Schnitzer family. “We hope they will find some comfort in the knowledge that thousands of members of our trade in dozens of countries are thinking at this time of Moshe Schnitzer and the indelible mark that he made upon our trade.”
Moshe Schnitzer was born in 1921 in Chernowich, Romania, and immigrated to Israel in 1934. Having studied philosophy at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, he began to work as a diamond cutter in 1942 and became a foreman in 1944. In 1947 he was active in uniting the bodies that jointly established the Israel Diamond Exchange. In 1965 he was the first diamantaire to be cited as an Outstanding Diamond Exporter by Israel’s  Ministry of Industry and Trade

Moshe Schnitzer served as president of the Israel Diamond Exchange from 1967 to1993, and in 1994 was elected honorary president of the Israel Diamond Exchange. In addition to serving as WFDB president, he also served as chairman of the Israel Diamond Institute and chairman of the Harry Oppenheimer Diamond Museum in Ramat Gan.

In 2004 Moshe Schnitzer was named a recipient of the Israel Prize for his life’s achievements. It is the highest civilian honour bestowed by the Israeli government upon one of its citizens. Among his various other awards was the Order of King Leopold I of Belgium, in appreciation of his contribution to the Israeli and Belgian diamond industries. He also received an honorary doctorate from Bar Ilan University for his vision and leadership of the Israeli diamond sector. In 1999 the municipality of Ramat Gan named the plaza adjacent to the Israel Diamond Exchange Moshe Schnitzer Plaza, and in 2002 the campus of the diamond exchange was named the “Israel Diamond Centre in Honour of Moshe Schnitzer.”
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